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United States became rapidly wealthy and rapidly
populous ; and the universal suffrage of all white
men, native-born or immigrant, was soon established
by the legislation of the most powerful States. With
wealth, population, and widely diffused electoral
power, corruption sprang into vigorous life. President
Andrew Jackson, proclaiming the principle of "to
the victors the spoils," which all parties soon adopted,
expelled from office all administrative servants of
the United States who did not belong to his
faction ; and the crowd of persons filling these
offices, which are necessarily very numerous in so
vast a territory, together with the groups of wealthy
men interested in public lands and in the countless
industries protected by the Customs tariff, formed an
extensive body of contributors from whom great
amounts of money were levied by a species of taxa-
tion, to be presently expended in wholesale bribery.
A reaction against this system carried the present
President of the United States into office ; but the
opinion of almost all the politicians who the other day
supported Mr. Elaine bore probably the closest resem-
blance to Hamilton's opinion about Great Britain.
They were persuaded that the American Party system
cannot continue without corruption. It is impossible
to lay down M. Scherer's pamphlet7 without a convic-
tion, that the same opinion is held of France by the
7 See especially pages 24, 25, 27, 29, 35.